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SUBJECT: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: JUNE 16 EASTERN PLENARY STATEMENT 

THE 140TH PLENARY MEETING OF THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS WAS HELD ON 
JUNE 16 UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF NETHERLANDS REP (DEVOS) WHO 
WAS ACTING IN PLACE OF THE ABSENT LUXEMBOURG REP ( WINTER). 

BULGARIAN REP (DICHEV) DELIVERED THE ONLY STATEMENT. IT COMPARED 
THE RESPECTIVE OUTCOMES THAT WOULD RESULT FROM THE IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF THE EASTERN AND THE WESTERN REDUCTION APPROACHES AND SOUGHT 
TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE EASTERN APPROACH WOULD PRODUCE AN OUTCOME 
IN CONFORMITY WITH THE PRINCIPLES AGREED UPON IN THE PREPARATORY 
TALKS WHILE THE WESTERN APPROACH WOULD NOT. IN CRITICIZING THE 
MILITARY VALUE OF THE US NUCLEAR REDUCTIONS PROPOSED BY THE WEST. 
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DICHEV IMPLIED THAT THE WEST WAS SEEKING CREDIT FOR REDUCING THE 
WARHEADS OF HONEST JOHN AND SERGEANT MISSILES WHICH WERE ALREADY 
BEING WITHDRAWN FROM THE AREA. THE MAIN POINTS OF THE BULGARIAN 
STATEMENT, THE TEXT OF WHICH FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM, WERE: 

1 . THE LACK OF PROGRESS IN THE TALKS TO DATE DESPITE THE DEEPENING 
OF DETENTE REPRESENTED BY THE CSCE AGREEMENT IS A SOURCE OF 
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DISSATISFACTION WHICH ALL PARTICIPANTS SHOULD SEEK TO RECTIFY. 

2. PROGRESS WOULD CORRESPOND TO THE INTERESTS OF ALL EUROPEAN 
STATES, INCLUDING THOSE NOT REPRESENTED HERE. 

3. THE PEOPLES OF EUROPE DEMAND THE ACHIEVEMENT OF AN AGREEMENT 
ON THE REDUCTION OF ARMED FORCES AND ARMAMENTS IN CENTRAL EUROPE. 

4. WESTERN PARTICIPANTS DELIBERATELY UNDERESTIMATE THE MILITARY 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EAST'S PROPOSALS WHILE ARTIFICALLY TRYING TO 
PROVE THAT THEIR OWN PROPOSALS ARE DICTATED BY AN INTEREST IN 
SIGNIFICANT MILITARY DETENTE. 

5. IN COMPARING THE RESPECTIVE OUTCOMES WHICH WOULD RESULT FROM 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EASTERN AND WESTERN PROPOSALS, THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS ARE NOTEWORTHY: 

(A) IN CONFORMITY WITH THE PRINCIPLES AGREED TO IN THE PREPARATORY 
TALKS, THE EASTERN PROPOSALS, UNLIKE THOSE OF THE WEST, CALL FOR 
THE REDUCTION OF AIR FORCES, WHICH ARE HIGHLY IMPORTANT PART OF THE 
ARMED FORCES. 

(B) THE EAST S PROPOSED EQUAL PERCENTAGE REDUCTIONS WOULD LEAD 
TO LARGER REDUCTIONS THAN ADOPTION OF THE WEST S PROPOSAL FOR 
COLLECTIVE CEILINGS. 

(C) THE EAST WISHES TO REDUCE ARMAMENTS AND COMBAT EQUIPMENT 
WHILE THE WEST, CONTRARY TO THE AGREEMENT REACHED IN THE PREPARA- 
TORY TALKS, SEEKS TO REDUCE 1700 SOVIET TANKS, THE OTHER ARMA- 
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MENTS OF A TANK ARMY, AND ONLY A CERTAIN QUANTITY OF US NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS; AND, THUS, TO UPSET THE EXISTING APPROXIMATE BALANCE OF 
FORCES IN CENTRAL EUROPE. 

(D) WHEREAS THE EAST BELIEVES THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS POSSESSING 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS OR DELIVERY SYSTEMS SHOULD REDUCE THEM, THE 
WEST OFFERS MERELY TO REDUCE CERTAIN US NUCLEAR SYSTEMS, 

PERHAPS INCLUDING THE WARHEADS FOR HONEST JOHN AND SERGEANT 
MISSILES WHICH ARE BEING WITHDRAWN FROM THE AREA. 

(E) THE US NUCLEAR REDUCTIONS WOULD NOT BE COMMENSURATE WITH THE 
REDUCTIONS OF A SOVIET TANK ARMY, ESPECIALLY AS NATO NUCLEAR FORCE 
MODERNIZATION STEPS WILL COMPENSATE FOR SUCH US REDUCTIONS. 

(F) THE EAST WANTS ALL PARTICIPANTS TO REDUCE BY UNITS, WHILE 
THE WEST WANTS THE USSR TO DO SO ALONE, LEAVING THE WEST FREE TO 
TAKE ITS OWN REDUCTIONS BY INDIVIDUAL SERVICEMEN. 
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(G) THE EAST, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE PRINCIPLES AGREED IN THE 
PREPARATORY TALKS, BELIEVES THAT ALL DIRECT PARTICIPANTS SHOULD 
UNDERTAKE INDIVIDUAL REDUCTION OBLIGATIONS WHILE THE WESTERN STATES, 
OTHER THAN THE US, WILL NOT UNDERTAKE EVEN GENERAL REDUCTION COMMIT- 
MENTS IN A FIRST STAGE. 

(H) TO GUARANTEE THE SECURITY OF FLANK STATES, THE EASTERN APPROACH 
CALLS FOR THE DISBANDMENT OF WITHDRAWN FORCES. 

(I) THE WEST REFUSES TO ACCEPT THE EASTERN PROPOSAL THAT DIRECT 
PARTICIPANTS AGREE NOT TO INCREASE THE NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF 
THEIR ARMED FORCES FOR THE DURATION OF THE TALKS, DESPITE THE FACT 
THAT SUCH A STEP WOULD ENHANCE EUROPEAN SECURITY IN ADVANCE OF A 
FIRST REDUCTION AGREEMENT. 
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6. THE CONCLUSION OF THIS ANALYSIS IS THAT THE WEST IS NOT 
OPERATING ON THE BASIS OF THE AGREED AIMS OF THE TALKS, BUT 
RATHER IS SEEKING UNILATERAL MILITARY ADVANTAGES FOR ITSELF. 

7. THE WEST CONTINUES TO SPEAK OF AN EXISTING EASTERN NUMERICAL 
PREPONDERANCE IN GROUND FORCE PERSONNEL DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE 
OFFICIAL FIGURES SHOW A BALANCE BETWEEN THE FORCES OF THE TWO SIDES 
IN CENTRAL EUROPE. 

8. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EASTERN PROPOSALS WOULD LEAD TO A REDUCTION 
IN THE MILITARY POTENTIALS OF BOTH GROUPINGS AND HENCE TO THE 
REDUCTION OF THE MILITARY CONFRONTATION IN CENTRAL EUROPE AND 
STRENGTHENING OF PEACE AND SECURITY. 

9. THE BULGARIAN DELEGATION CALLS UPON THE WESTERN PARTICIPANTS 
TO BRING THEIR POSITIONS INTO CONFORMITY WITH AIMS AGREED UPON IN 
THE PREPARATORY TALKS. RESOR 
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